
2025 Rules and Regulations

ELIGIBILITY
All students must be entered by teachers or studios that are members of the American Guild of Music. An individual teacher may become a Professional
member, or a Studio may become a Studio/Store member, which permits all of the teachers who teach at that studio to enter students. At a National
Contest, all teachers and students must be a member of the American Guild of Music.
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published music score for the judge for all competitive solo, duet, and group divisions with the

exception of Pop Solos and Entertainment Groups. A 5 point deduction will be levied for those who do not provide an original, published score.
Photocopies are strictly prohibited unless accompanied by a letter of permission from the copyright owner.
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additional points will not be awarded for the use of props and costumes.) If a judge deems that performance attire is questionable, they will

instruct the performer to change, or be sent to the contest director before the performance. If the attire is deemed unacceptable, the contestant will not
be allowed to compete, but may be permitted to perform for comments only.
6) Solo score sheets and ribbons will be given to the teacher or studio operator immediately following the Awards Ceremony. Every studio/teacher is
responsible for picking up their own score sheets, ribbons, and awards in case of a student's absence. Unclaimed awards will not be shipped.
7) Equipment will not be provided for the groups,
f

Directors are not responsible for any bodily injury or property damage or loss sustained by the

participant, instructor, contestant or visitor during the time they are on the premises in whic e
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Cell Phones must be turned off in contest rooms.

must receive a score of 80% or above to pass a theory test. If a 91% or above is received, the student must move to the next

�
ne htnt e襰senvd%n%sc ent
s

t
%

s t
%

e

e
oe

s%

o%
es t

t ote tttts tess tes
et

%
�

ee

V–



ADDITIONAL RULES FOR SOLO EVENTS
1) All competition solos must be memorized. A penalty deduction of 10 points will be levied if the solo is not memorized.
2) Time limits will be strictly observed. Players exceeding the time limits will be stopped and/or lose points. Non-essential repeats must be eliminated. All
omissions of repeat signs must be noted on the score.
3) All measures must be numbered. If measures are not numbered, students will be required to number the measures before they compete and the
judge will hear the student out of order but before the end of the division.
4) Accompaniment is permitted in the Accompanied Guitar, Voice, Band/Orchestra Instrument, and Concerto Divisions only. Vocalists cannot
accompany themselves in any solo or duet division except in vocal self-accompanied division. Live accompaniment should be used in other
accompanied divisions. If live accompaniment is not available, a recorded accompaniment will be allowed provided the solo, vocal or leg
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included. After an age handicap is applied, entries will be sorted into the following categories:

LOS Category / Pop Category - Time Studied
Preparatory/Novice - 0 through 6 months of study - 2 minute time limit
Cadet/Elementary - 7 through 12 months of study - 2 minute time limit
Junior/Freshmen - 13 through 24 months of study - 3 minute time limit
Intermediate/Sophomore - 25 through 42 months of study - 5 minute time limit
Senior/Performer - 43 through 51 months of study - 5 minute time limit
Advanced/Player - 52 through 69 months of study - 8 minute time limit
Student Artist/Artist - 70 through 96 months of study - 10 minute time limit
Open/Pro - 97 months & up - 12 minute time limit
Adult Student/Adult Student - 21 years + taking lessons - 10 minute time limit
Adult Hobby/Adult Hobby - 21 years + not taking lessons - 10 minute time limit
Adult Teacher/Adult Teacher - 21 years + teacher - 12 minute time limit
NAIC/NAIC - 72 Months (or permission) - 15 minute time limit
Depending upon the number of entries within each division, these may be further subdivided at the Contest Director's discretion.

1st, 2nd, 3rd place awards will be given in each division for the following instruments:
Accordion,
Band Instruments (may use live or recorded accompaniments, provided the solo or lead line is not reproduced in that recording) - Brass/Woodwinds ,
Accompanied Guitar(may use live or recorded accompaniments, provided the solo or lead line is not reproduced in that recording) u
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GROUP DIVISIONS - Music required
1st,



ALL AROUND CONTEST
The All-Around awards are exclusive to the American Guild of Music's National Convention & Contest. To be considered for the All-Around student
competition, a contestant must enter at least one or more solo performance events, at least one or more group performance events, and at least one or
more non-performance events. A cash award and a trophy will be given to the student scoring the highest cumulative points on each instrument where
there is a minimum of 20 students or 10% of the total number of students in the contest entering in solo divisions.
Points are given for all Solo performance events, except for NAIC and NAOCC qualifications and finals and Age finals. Up to 2 duet and/or duo entries
and up to 2 ensemble (includes Piano Quartet and Trio) and/or group entries also count toward all-around competition. Battle of the Bands, Show Band,
Show Choir, and Pop Combo entries count as a group entry. If a student enters more than the prescribed number of events in a category, the two
highest scores will be taken toward all around points. Additional points are given for participating in the Convention Orchestra and/or Convention Choir
(considered group performance events), Points are also given for the following non-performance events: Cadet Teachers Clinic (or student essay, not
both), sight-reading test, and theory test. The more categories and activities that are entered, the better chance of winning. See the Syllabus for a
detailed point table.
In the event of a tie for an All-Around award, the student earning the most 1st places in solo competitive events that are eligible for All-Around points
shall be declared the winner. If a further tie-breaker is required, the most 2nds, then 3rds, then the highest score of the student's highest theory test level
taken at the current contest. If all are the same, then a tie will be declared.
CONVENTION ORCHESTRA & CHOIR
These are popular and fun activities for all students that take place during the American Guild of Music's National Convention & Contest. Students
rehearse nightly and perform at the awards presentations or banquet. The Convention Choir is open to all students. The Convention Orchestra is open
to students playing portable instruments at Intermediate level and higher. Teachers may enter and are encouraged to enter these two events.
CADET TEACHER CLINIC
A four-year course designed to teach students, age 14 and above, the fundamentals of becoming a music teacher. Students discuss different situations
that may arise in everyday teaching. It prepares the student emotionally and socially to handle a very demanding profession. The student with the
highest score above 91% in the Graduate division will win the Myrtle Robertson Memorial Award.
SIGHT READING TEST
This is designed to evaluate the students’ sight reading ability. An original, written example is given for the student to perform without rehearsal. The
student may enter any level based on ability, as determined by their teacher, regardless of age or length of study. A complete list of information contained
in each level is listed in the sight reading section of the Syllabus. Students with a passing score of 80% or above will receive a Certificate of
Achievement. Scores of 91% and above must advance to the
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